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Southeast Complex Litigation 
Conference 
October 29 – Tennessee Bankers Association Training Center 
 
Program Producers: Tricia Herzfeld, Mark Chalos 
Total Credits: 4.5 General Hours 

 

Learn from national litigators about the latest in cutting-edge aggregate litigation, including emerging 
litigation involving medical devices, pharmaceutical drugs, and consumer products. The discussions will 
also include litigation tips and best practices on how to identify potential mass torts, class action, and 
whistleblower cases, prosecuting and defending them, and a discussion of key emerging issues. This 
program will benefit plaintiffs' lawyers, defense lawyers and in-house counsel. 

 

11:45 - 12:15 p.m. CT  
 

Lunch / Networking / Registration 
 

12:15  – 12:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12:45 -  1:45 p.m. 
 

Revisiting the Basics 
Mark, Josh, and Tricia will discuss the nuts and bolts of class actions and multi-district 
litigations, including discussing the relevant statutes, rules, and key cases. They will 
discuss the relevant differences between class actions and mass torts, and discuss 
practice pointers for various types of aggregate litigation. 
Tricia Herzfeld, Herzfeld, Suetholz, Gastel, Leniski and Wall PLLC 
Mark Chalos, Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein 
Josh Burgener, Frost Brown Todd 
 
 
Whistleblower cases under the False Claims Act 
The FCA is the nation’s oldest and one of the most powerful whistleblower 
statutes in terms of reach.  The panel will address the basics of FCA litigation 
and working with the government, and touch on current and recent trends. 
Rob McGuire, Acting US Attorney, Middle Tennessee 
Rachel Geman, Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein  
Henry Leventis, Holland & Knight 

 
1:45  – 2:00 p.m. 

 
Break 
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2 - 3:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
3 – 3:30 p.m. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
3:30 – 3:45 p.m. 
 
 
3:45 – 4:45 p.m. 

You’ve got a mass tort on your hands – now what?  
Jen Hoesktra, Aylstock, Witkin, Kreis & Overholtz 
Laura Fitzpatrick, Simmons Hanly Conroy 
 
The Next Big Thing  
As the first bellwether trial in the In Re: Uber Sexual Assault MDL quickly approaches this 
session will discuss how courts and Plaintiffs are increasingly handling these sensitive 
cases at scale with how frequently assualts and misconduct occur.  From Uber to Lyft, in 
federal and state courts, we'll examine current litigations for lessons to be learned and 
applied in the future.  
Tiffany Ellis, Peiffer Wolf Carr Kane Conway & Wise 
 
Break 
 
Hot Topics in Class Actions and MDLs 
This panel will discuss recent case trends, the growing role of technology and expert 
analysis, and issues that are shaping certification and settlements. 
Harper Segui, Lee Segui Firm 
Ryan P. Loofbourrow, Baker Donelson  
 

4:45 – 5:15 p.m.  Fireside chat with District Judge Eli Richardson 
Hear from Judge Richardson about ways to be a more effective advocate, 
including a discussion of do’s and don’ts 
District Judge Eli Richardson, Middle District of Tennessee 


